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● The document was written by an 

academic commission composed of 

16 scholars from different fields -

PUC

● Mandate came from the Rector

● Commission functioned during 2019  

- three topics:

○ Nature and scope of the abuse, 

○ Response of the Church, 

○ Impact and effects

The document



- Result was a database with several cases identified: 

- 194 offenders for abuses that occurred between 1970-2019

- The report indicates that 3,6% of all priests of Chile (same period) had 

been involved in cases of abuse (figure is underestimated)

Some findings



Some findings

- Victims: 221 identified by the document

- Average of victims per offender is 2,6; 39% has 2 or 3 victims and 13% 

has more than 5

- Victims tend to be male adolescents

- Most of victims notified their case to the Church itself (66%)



Some findings

- Individual responsibility

- Abuse occurred most of the time in the context of priest’s activities as such

- Manipulation facilitated by religious tools, such as confession

- Institutional responsibility

- First offence committed between 31 and 40 years old (33%) or 41-50 years (36%) 

which implies that abusive behaviour is related to sacerdotal life (parish church)

- Lack of control or supervision

- Concealment and secrecy



Some findings

- Common reactions: 

- Not to initiate any investigation or to initiate it late

- Transfer of priests to other communities

- Rejection of victim’s account

- Attempts to avoid victim’s accusation

- To appoint arbitrarily a priest to do the investigation (sometimes close to 

the accused)

- Slow processes of investigation (years)



Requirements not fulfilled

● Victims at the centre of any response: a real and honest interest in 

listening to victims and being responsive to them

○ Establish a commission of investigation that is neutral, plural, validated

○ Global, unified institutional recognition of the abuses and of their accomplice 

reaction (diocesan church + religious congregations and orders)

○ Time to study reforms to the procedural canon law regarding this topic

RJ in the context of the Catholic Church? 
No possible
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